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DISCOURSE,  &c. 


Psalm  lxviii.  2. 

That  thy  way  may  he  known  upon  earth ;  thy  saving 

health  among  all  nations . 

True  religion  is  a  noble  principle ; — glorious  in  its 
nature,  in  its  enjoyments,  and  in  its  effects.  It  hath  its 
origin  in  God,  who  is  the  fountain  of  all  good.  His 
image  is  restored  to  the  soul,  which  is  made  partaker 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Revolted  man  is  led  back  to  God, 
whose  glory  is  revealed  in  the  heart ;  being  reconciled 
to  God,  he  delights  to  contemplate  his  character  and 
infinite  perfections,  which  shine  in  the  face  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant.  From  this 
fountain  flow  all  the  enjoyments  of  the  new  man; 
peace  and  joy  like  a  river,  to  cheer  the  heart  in  the  midst 
of  all  the  troubles  of  life,  and  in  the  terrors  of  death.  His 
desire  is  above  all  to  please  and  to  enjoy  communion 
with  God,  his  Father  and  eternal  Friend.  He  believes 
in  Jesus ;  is  attached  to  all  the  saints  of  God,  and  they 
“  are  the  excellent  of  the  earth”  in  his  estimation. 
He  loveth  all  them  who  bear  the  image  of  his  Father, 


4 

as  his  brethren.  The  house  of  God  is  a  Fathers  house, 
where  he  desires  to  dwell  all  his  days,  to  behold  the 
beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  enquire  in  his  temple.  He 
prays  for  the  prosperity  of  Zion,  and  rejoices  in  her 
glory,  while  he  earnestly  seeks  her  good.  But,  his 
prayers  are  not  confined  to  those  whom  God  hath  alrea¬ 
dy  called  by  his  grace ;  he  pities  his  fellow  men,  who 
are  yet  strangers  to  God.  He  knoweth  their  unhappy 
state  from  what  he  hath  been  himself.  Christianity 
breathes  good-will  to  men  of  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  What  the  Lord  hath  promised  in  his  word  to 
do  upon  earth,  all  saints  most  earnestly  desire  may  be 
accomplished,  according  to  our  text;  that  “  Thy  way 
may  be  known  upon  earth,  thy  saving  health  among 
all  nations.”  This,  my  brethren,  is  the  design  of  the 
present  meeting ;  and  this  is  the  spirit  which  we  ought  to 
breathe  before  God.  To  this  form  of  prayer,  not  one 
believer  in  Jesus,  in  this  assembly  will  object,  but  every 
such  character  will  enter  deeply  into  the  spirit  of  the 
petition. 

In  the  words  preceding  our  text,  we  have  a  prayer  for 
the  church  of  God  in  the  world :  “God  be  merciful 
unto  us.”  Mercy  is  the  only  rational  hope  of  sinners  : 
Angels  need  no  mercy ;  but  we  all  do,  for  we  are  all  vile 
transgressors.  Mercy  is  the  cry  of  every  awakened  soul. 
Saints  here  have  obtained  mercy  from  God ;  they  live 
upon  mercy,  and  shall  forever  praise  God  for  the  riches 
of  his  mercy.  “  And  bless  us”  Every  temporal  and 
spiritual  blessing  comes  from  God,  and  he  hath  given  us 
every  encouragement  to  apply  for  them  daily.  Let  us 
not  neglect  this  duty  and  precious  privilege,  but  conse 
with  boldness  to  the  throne  of  grace.  “And  cause  his  face 
to  shine  upon  us” — That  we  may  see  his  glory,  and  enjoy 
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his  favours  and  protection. — That  his  Spirit  may  be  pour¬ 
ed  upon  our  churches,  which  will  infallibly  cause  true 
religion  to  flourish  in  the  world.  When  we  have  thy 
face,  O  God,  to  shine  upon  us,  we  shall  not  fear  the  face 
of  men,  though  they  he  against  us ;  we  shall  go  on  in 
thy  strength,  and  be  made  more  than  conquerors  through 
Jesus  that  hath  loved  us.  Our  prayer  is  not  confined  to 
the  church  ;  genuine  religion  never  made  a  man  a  bigot ; 
but  the  want  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  is  the  cause  of  that 
evil.  When  the  Lord  shall  bless  us,  then  his  way  shall 
be  made  known  upon  earth,  and  his  saving  health  unto 
all  nations. 

The  text  teacheth  us  to  pray,  and  to  exert  ourselves  for 
the  increase  of  divine  knowledge,  and  the  triumphs  of 
divine  grace  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

I,  For  the  increase  of  divine  knowledge.  That  thy 
way  may  he  known  upon  earth.  That  a  great  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  world  are  ignorant  of  the  way  of 
the  Lord,  is  implied  in  the  petition.  If  this  had  not 
been  the  case,  the  prayer  here  recorded  would  have  been 
needless.  We  need  not  spend  time  to  prove  this,  for  it 
is  a  self-evident  truth  to  all  who  observe  the  state  of 
mankind.  Ever  since  man  revolted  from  God,  and  join¬ 
ed  apostate  angels,  in  rebellion  against  his  Maker,  and 
involved  himself  and  his  posterity  in  guilt  and  ruin, 
darkness  hath  covered  his  understanding.  Our  first  of¬ 
fending  parents  attempted  to  hide  themselves  from  the 
omniscient  God,  amongst  the  trees  of  the  garden.  How 
soon  the  antediluvian  world  corrupted  their  ways,  and 
the  earth  was  filled  with  violence,  may  be  known  from 
the  testimony  of  God.  “God  saw  that  the  wickedness 
of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and  that  every  imagina- 
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tion  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil  continu¬ 
ally.”  Gen.  vi.  5.  Soon  after  the  flood*  the  nations  of 
the  earth  departed  from  the  worship  of  the  true  God* 
and  made  to  themselves  idols  after  their  own  hearts. 
Darkness  covered  the  earth*  and  gross  darkness  the  peo¬ 
ple.  The  nations  who  were  most  civilized*  while  desti¬ 
tute  of  divine  revelation*  were  immersed  in  the  grossest 
idolatry  and  vice.  Egypt*  though  the  reputed  mother 
of  science*  adopted  animals  amongst  her  gods.  Baby¬ 
lon  in  her  greatest  glory  established  idolatry  by  law; 
and  under  the  penalty  of  death*  her  subjects  must  bow 
to  the  works  of  men's  hands.  The  Grecians*  who  sought 
after  wisdom*  and  were  renowned  for  their  researches 
into  the  works  of  nature*  also  multiplied  their  gods  by 
thousands,  Rome*  when  exalted  in  her  dignity*  admit¬ 
ted  the  gods  of  the  nations  into  her  pantheon*  and 
bowed  herself  to  the  idols  of  the  people  whom  she  had 
Conquered  by  her  arms.  Thus*  the  Grecians  and  the 
Barbarians  were  equally  far  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
true  God.  The  history  of  mankind  confirms  the  truth 
of  revelation*  that  <(  The  world  by  wisdom  knew  not 
God.”  ••«•••  Even  at  this  moment  there  are  millions  of 
our  race  in  this  pitiful  condition*  left  to  wander  in  the 
dark,  without  Christ*  having  no.  hope*  and  without  God 
in  the  world  !  Let  us  therefore  be  united  to  commiserate 
their  state ;  and  let  it  tend  to  give  life  to  our  prayers*  and 
energy  to  our  exertions  for  the  spread  of  the  truth  in 
the  earth. 

The  importance  of  the  knowledge  of  the  way  of 
God,  is  very  great.  “  This  is  life  eternal  to  know  thee* 
the  only  true  God*  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast 
sent.”  Without  true  wisdom  there  can  be  neither  pre¬ 
sent  nor  future  happiness  enjoyed  by  man.  Life  with- 
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out  God  is  miserable  above  calculation !  Every  Christian 
here  can  tell  from  his  past  experience  something  of  the 
misery  of  that  state.  What  felicity  did  you  enjoy  while 
strangers  to  Christ  ?  None.  Though  you  promised  your¬ 
selves  happiness,  never  did  you  experience  a  happy 
moment,  until  you  found  peace  in  Jesus.  In  Him  you 
found  all  you  could  either  want  or  desire.  The  soul 
which  is  in  a  state  of  ignorance,  is  a  slave  to  vice,  and 
remains  under  the  dominion  of  sin  :  guilt  preys  upon  the 
conscience,  while  the  mind  is  insensible  of  its  alarming 
consequences.  Being  unacquainted  with  the  nature  and 
extent  of  his  disease,  he  is  a  total  stranger  to  the  remedy 
which  alone  can  remove  it.  He  trusts  in  lying  vanities, 
which  only  encrease  the  evil,  and  add  to  his  burden. 
This  is  the  state  of  those,  whose  cause  we  now  plead ! 
Think  of  the  heathen  who  is  pressed  by  the  afflictions 
of  life,  and  tormented  with  the  fear  of  death,  while  he 
has  no  hope,  no  God  to  fly  unto  in  his  trouble.  When 
he  looks  beyond  the  grave,  all  is  covered  with  impene* 
trable  darkness  and  uncertainty.  His  soul  hath  no 
foundation  to  rest  upon,  in  the  prospect  of  another 
world  ; — death  and  eternity  appear  gloomy  indeed ! 
For,  life  and  immortality  are  brought  to  light,  only 
by  Jesus  Christ,  through  his  gospel.  True  knowledge  is 
of  vast  importance,  in  its  influence  upon  the  life  and 
conduct  of  men.  It  exposes  all  vice,  and  leads  to  all 
virtue.  The  light  of  truth,  hath  banished  idolatry 
from  several  parts  of  the  world  already.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  the  gospel,  who  can  tell  but  we  might  have 
been  at  this  moment  engaged  in  the  vilest  superstitions ; 
sacrificing  our  infants  to  idols,  like  the  gentiles  in 
former  ages !  We  may  with  certainty  say,  that  the  true 
knowledge  of  God,  in  Christ,  by  his  Spirit  and  gospel. 
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is  the  source  of  all  virtue  and  happiness  in  individuals, 
families,  cities  and  nations, 

“  Thy  way  may  he  known”—  Thy  gospel  preached  in 
its  purity  and  power  in  the  earth  to  all  the  nations.  This 
is  the  mean  appointed  by  the  allwise  God  to  make 
known  his  ways  to  men.  u  Go  into  all  the  world,  and 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature,”  said  our  Lord  to 
his  disciples.  While  the  world  by  wisdom  knew  not 
God,  it  pleased  God  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching  to 
save  them  that  believe.  Though  many  may  look  upon 
this  institution  as  mean,  and  useless  ;  the  command  of 
Him  who  hath  all  power  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  ac¬ 
companied  with  his  promised  presence,  is  sufficient  for 
us.  “  Lo  !  I  am  with  you  alway  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  world.”  •••••  •  Jesus  sent  forth  his  Apostles  to  ex¬ 
ecute  his  commands,  unarmed,  and  unassisted  by  human 
power.  The  most  glorious  treasure  was  committed  to 
earthen  vessels,  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may 
be  of  God,  and  not  of  man.  In  all  ages  the  Missiona¬ 
ries  of  the  cross  have  had  to  combat  the  prejudices  of 
the  nations,  and  the  enmity  of  carnal  men.  But  the 
kinodom  of  the  Messiah  has  been  established  in  the 
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midst  of  his  enemies ;  and  he  shall  reign  until  they  be 
made  his  footstool.  His  promises  are  sufficient  to  ani¬ 
mate  our  hopes,  and  to  encourage  our  exertions,  till  the 
time  shall  come  when  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  shall  cover  the  earth  as  the  waters  fill  the  seas. 
All  other  systems  failed  to  reclaim  men  from  vice,  or 
to  deliver  them  from  misery.  But,  the  gospel  of  our 
Lord  is  sufficient ;  it  hath  been,  and  still  is,  “  The  power 
of  God  unto  salvation,  to  every  one  that  believeth.” 
And,  that  the  word  of  peace  and  life  may  run  and  be 
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glorified,  is  the  prayer  of  all  who  have  felt  its  power 
upon  their  hearts. 

This  is  called  “  thy  way  ” — Wherein  the  glory  of 
the  Divine  Majesty  is  made  known  to  men  in  the  gospel 
of  the  ever  blessed  God.  -  The  works  of  creation  prove 
the  existence  of  God.  “  The  heavens  declare  the  glory 
of  God,  and  the  firmament  sheweth  forth  his  handy 
work/’  For  the  invisible  things  of  him  from  the 
creation  of  the  w  orld,  are  clearly  seen,  being  understood 
by  the  things  that  are  made,  even  his  eternal  power 
and  Godhead,  so  that  man  is  without  excuse.  But, 
the  revelation  of  the  gospel  displays  the  glory  of 
the  holiness,  truth,  justice,  love,  mercy  and  grace,  of 
God,  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ !  The  manifold  wisdom 
of  God  is  known  in  the  plan  of  salvation  for  the  vilest 
sinners,  to  the  eternal  wonder  of  saints  and  angels ! 
This  is  the  way  of  reconciliation  of  ruined  sinners  to 
a  holy  God,  by  the  atonement  and  blood  of  Jesus. 
We  might  search  the  works  of  nature  to  the  end  of  time, 
but  no  part  of  them  can  tell  us,  whether  God  will  par¬ 
don  the  guilty.  Reason,  unassisted  by  revelation,  can 
never  solve  that  question  which  is  of  the  highest  im¬ 
portance  to  sinners,  “  How  shall  man  be  justified  w  ith 

God  ?” . No.  The  gospel  alone  reveals  the  truth, 

and  points  us  to  Jesus,  “the  way,  die  truth,  and  the  life.” 
And,  wre  can  now  say  to  convinced  sinners,  “  Behold 
the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the 
world  !”  “  God,  against  w  hom  we  have  sinned,  hath  set 
Jesus  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his 
blood,  to  declare  his  righteousness  for  the  remission  of 
sins  that  are  past,  through  the  forbearance  of  God ;  to 
declare,  I  say,  at  this  time,  his  righteousness,  that  he 

might  be  just,  and  the  justifier  of  him  that  believed^ 
o 
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in  Jesus.”  Divine  justice  is  satisfied,  and  the  law 
magnified  and  made  honourable  by  the  obedience  of 
Jesus  unto  death  upon  the  cross.  Here  God  com¬ 
mends  his  love,  through  the  death  of*  Christ  for  the 
rebellious ;  and,  here  is  the  ground  of  hope  for  all  who 
believe  in  Jesus  for  salvation.  Grace  reigns  through 
righteousness,  to  the  chief  of  sinners,  by  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.  This  is  a  way  suitable  for  offending  man.  Come, 
for  all  things  are  now  ready !  The  awakened  soul  finds 
pardon,  peace  and  acceptance  in  the  Beloved ;  access 
unto  God  by  him;  our  prayers  are  received,  and  an¬ 
swered  ;  all  blessings  flow  to  all  saints  in  all  ages  and  in 
all  places  !  By  the  word  of  our  God  we  are  taught  to 
serve  God  acceptably !  to  regulate  our  conduct  in  life 
for  his  glory;  and  to  walk  in  the  way  of  holiness,  which 
leads  to  everlasting  happiness.  Through  all  this  way 
made  known  upon  earth,  God  shall  receive  everlasting 
praise  and  glory  from  millions  of  redeemed  sinners, 
upon  Sion  above. 

II.  The  Triumphs  of  divine  grace. - “  Thy  sating 

health  among  all  nations” 

Divine  revelation  makes  knowii  to  us,  the  origin  of 
all  evils  in  our  world.  Sin  is  a  moral  evil,  and  the 
source  of  all  natural  evils  which  the  nations  have  groan¬ 
ed  under,  from  age  to  age.  This  is  the  most  awful  of 
all  plagues,  which  hath  infested  the  whole  man.  The 
hearts  of  all  unregenerate  men  are  under  the  power  of 
evil  dispositions.  “  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against 
God,” — opposed  to  his  nature,  to  his  law,  to  his  go¬ 
vernment,  and  especially  to  his  grace.  Blindness  covers 
the  understanding,  perverseness  occupies  the  will,  and 
the  affections  are  corrupted.  From  this  evil  heart  pro- 
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ceed  all  the  streams  of  abominable  conversation  found 
amongst  mankind  :  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  are  in¬ 
fected  with  this  malady.  “  From  whence  come  wars 
and  fightings  ?  even  from  your  lusts  which  war  in  your 
members/’  saith  the  apostle  James.  *  This  baneful  dis¬ 
ease  is  self-evident  among  mankind ;  and  the  worst 
symptom  of  any  among  the  sick,  is  their  insensibility 
of  the  nature  and  danger  of  the  evil.  This  causes  many 
to  despise  Jesus  the  Physician  of  souls,  and  to  treat  the 
only  remedy  with  contempt. 

“  Thy  saving  health  — or,  thy  salvation.  The  glory 
of  Jesus  is  here  manifested,  who  came  to  save  his  peo¬ 
ple  from  their  sins,  and  all  their  consequences.  The 
Saviour,  the  Physician,  is  none  other  than  the  only  be¬ 
gotten  Son  of  God.  He  only  could  know  the  disease, 
possess  the  remedy,  and  apply  the  balm  to  heal  the 
soul.  He  is  the  mighty  God,  who  is  over  all,  God 
blessed  for  evermore ;  and  who  took  our  flesh  to  shed  his 
blood,  and  to  heal  our  souls !  He  is  Emmanuel,  God 
with  us.  Astonishing  love  displayed  in  this  redemption 
— love  beyond  conception !  God  so  loved  the  world, 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  be- 
lieveth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting 
life.  By  his  incarnation,  he  honoured  the  nature  of  his 
people  above  the  nature  of  angels.  “  He  was  made 
under  the  law  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law^ 
that  they  might  receive  the  adoption  of  sons  and  upon 
the  cross  he  cried,  u  It  is  finished.”  This  is  the  Saviour 
held  forth  in  the  gospel ;  one  who  is  able  to  save  to  the 
uttermost  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him.  The  very 
chief  of  sinners,  the  worst  of  rebels,  may  be  pardoned 
in  Christ’s  blood,  and  accepted  in  his  righteousness. 
Therefore,  Christ  crucified  was  the  sum  of  the  apostle’s 
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ministrations ;  and  they  were  astonishingly  blessed  in  the 
conversion  of  thousands.  Nay,  they  were  determined 
not  to  know  any  thing  among  the  people,  but  Jesus 
Christ  and  him  crucified.  “  We  preach  Christ  crucified, 
to  the  Jews  a  stumbling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks  foolr 
ishness ;  but  to  them  who  are  called,  Christ  the  wisdom 
of  God,  and  the  power  of  God,”  Here  centres  all  evan¬ 
gelical  truth.  Sovereign  love  shines  in  Jesus,  and  through 
him  :  redemption  is  in  his  blood ;  justification  is  by  faith 
in  his  righteousness ;  and  because  he  liveth,  all  his  saints 
shall  live  in  glory.  “  Our  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God.” 
His  fulness  is  an  inexhaustible  treasure,  sufficient  to  sup¬ 
ply  all  our  need.  All  the  prophets,  bear  witness  to,  and 
their  predictions  are  accomplished  in  the  Saviour ;  and 
all  the  types  have  received  their  substance  in  our  Em¬ 
manuel.  All  duties  are  sanctioned  by  his  authority,  and 
enforced  by  his  perfect  example ;  every  part  of  which 
leads  to  true  holiness,  terminates  in  the  happiness  of  all 
his  followers,  and  in  the  eternal  glory  of  God. 

Here  is  revealed  a  complete  salvation  from  guilt  and 
sin.  “  As  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the  wilderness, 
even  so  must  the  Son  of  man  be  lifted  up”  on  the  cross, 
that  the  wounded  conscience  may  look  to  him  by  faith, 
and  be  healed.  “  The  blood  of  Jesus  Chiist  cleanseth 
from  all  sin,”  and  “  purgeth  the  conscience  from  dead 
works,  to  serve  the  living  and  true  God.”  In  Jesus  the 
guilty  find  health  \  and  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth 
all  understanding,  is  enjoyed  by  all  his  spiritual  king¬ 
dom.  The  power  of  sin,  by  Divine  grace,  is  destroyed 
in  the  children  of  God,  and  the  love  of  sin  is  removed 
from  them ;  according  to  the  promise,  u  Sin  shall  not 
have  dominion  over  you,  for  ye  are  not  under  the  law, 
but  under  grace.”  Delivered  from  the  curse  of  the  law 
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by  faith  in  the  obedience  of  Christ,  saints  are  brought 
to  enjoy  liberty  to  serve  God,  and  shall  be  saved  from 
the  sting  of  death  through  Jesus  Christ.  This  salvation 
is  all  of  grace,  that  no  flesh  should  glory  in  the  presence 
of  God.  Let  us  then  who  enjoy  these  blessings>  not  for¬ 
get  the  state  of  the  heathen.  Remember  them  in  prayer, 
that  the  “  saving  health”  which  Jesus  the  Physician  be¬ 
stows  upon  sinners,  may  be  granted  unto  the  nations 
which  lie  covered  with  their  guilt,  and  polluted  in  their 
blood ! 

The  extent; — “  among  all  nations .”  We  are  taught 
to  expect  and  to  pray  for  great  things.  All  the  nations 
of  the  earth  need  the  gospel.  The  commission  given  by 
our  Lord,  "  Go  and  teach  all  nations,” — “  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature,”  proves  that  this  dispensation 
of  mercy  was  not  designed  to  be  confined  to  one  nation, 
like  the  Jewish  oeconomy ;  but  to  be  made  known  to  all 
nations  for  the  obedience  of  faith.  The  promises  in 
God’s  word,  affords  us  the  greatest  encouragement  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  it  will  he  sent  to  all.  “  This  gospel  of  the 
kingdom  shall  be  preached  in  all  the  world  for  a  witness 
to  all  nations.”  The  Father  hath  given  the  heathen  to 
his  Son  for  an  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost  parts  of 
the  earth  for  a  possession.  Of  the  Messiah  it  hath  long 
been  predicted,  that  “  they  that  dwell  in  the  w  ilderness 
shall  bow  before  him ;  yea  all  kings  shall  fail  down  be¬ 
fore  him,  and  that  all  nations  shall  serve  him.”  “  He 
shall  speak  peace  to  the  heathen,  and  his  dominion 
shall  be  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  the  river  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth.”  “  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  shall 
become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ, 
and  he  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever.”  These,  and  ma¬ 
ny  more  such  precious  promises,  encourage  our  hearts 
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to  comply  with  his  command,  not  to  “  hold  our  peace, 
and  give  him  no  rest  till  he  establish  Jerusalem,  and  make 
her  a  praise  in  the  whole  earth.” 

Our  design  is  not  to  send  war  and  misery  among  the 
nations ;  but  the  knowledge  of  God’s  saving  health. 
When  this  glorious  period  shall  arrive,  the  darkness  and 
ignorance  that  reigned  among  the  nations  shall  be  ex¬ 
pelled  by  the  glory  of  the  gospel.  For  the  inhabitants 
of  the  world  shall  know  the  Lord  from  pole  to  pole ! 
Idolatry  shall  be  no  more,  for  the  Lord  will  utterly  abo¬ 
lish  it.  Envy  shall  cease ;  nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword 
against  nation,  neither  shall  they  learn  war  any  more. 
All  the  instruments  of  war  shall  he  converted  into  im¬ 
plements  of  industry  and  husbandry.  Our  Indians  shall 
then  bury  their  tomahawk  in  the  dust  for  ever,  and 
love  as  brethren.  The  vices  which  now  afflict  the  na¬ 
tions  shall  be  removed.  In  that  day  there  shall  be  upon 
the  bells  of  the  horses,  “  Holiness  unto  the  Lord.”  Hap¬ 
py  period !  If  the  prospect  thus  animates  our  souls,  what 
shall  be  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  blessed  scene  ! 

We  shall  now  conclude  with  a  few  reflections. 

To  attempt  to  send  the  gospel  abroad  is  commendable  ; 
still,  we  must  not  forget  some  who  need  our  attention  at 
home.  Are  there  any  here  present,  who  have  been  fa¬ 
voured  with  the  gospel  ministry,  and  are  yet  strangers 
to  the  truth,  and  are  enemies  to  Christ,  despising  the 
only  way  of  salvation  ?  Let  me  tell  you,  you  have  more 
to  answer  for  than  the  vilest  of  the  heathen.  There  is  a 
day  coming  when  you  will  have  to  give  an  account  before 
the  judgment-seat  of  Christ,  for  every  privilege  which  you 
have  abused.  Think  seriously  of  this;  and  may  God 
help  you  to  repent  and  believe  the  gospel. 
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Friends  of  the  gospel  of  Christ !  you  have  the  great¬ 
est  encouragement  to  go  on  in  the  work  of  the  present 
mission.  From  what  the  Lord  hath  done  by  the  gospel 
in  time  past,  thousands,  both  of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  have 
been  conquered  by  our  glorious  Emmanuel.  Let  us  also 
rejoice  in  what  the  Lord  is  doing  in  our  day.  Zion  is 
moved  to  pity  the  heathen  who  have  long  been  neglected 
by  Christians.  Missionary  Societies  have  been  formed 
in  Europe  and  in  America ;  so  that  we  now  rejoice  to 
say,  that  the  gospel  is  proclaimed  in  all  the  four  quarters 
of  the  world.  To  Africa  the  sound  is  gone  forth ; — the 
Hottentots  have  the  good  news  of  peace in  the  East 
Indies  the  gospel  is  preached  among  the  Hindoos ;  some 
of  them  have  thrown  off  their  cast  to  follow  Jesus,  and 
they  are  bold  to  tell  their  fellow  men  that  they  have 
found  treasures  in  Christ  of  more  value  than  the 

world ; - and  in  the  Islands  of  the  South-Seas,  Christ 

is  now  also  preached.  Little  did  navigators  think,  that 
they  were  exploring  the  ocean  to  open  the  way  for  God 
to  send  his  saving  health  among  all  nations,  by  the  cross 
of  Jesus !  Our  prospects  among  the  Indians  are  not  dis¬ 
couraging.  The  Missionaries  are  well  received ;  the 
Indians  hear  with  attention,  and  appear  to  be  affected 
b}^  the  word.  They  desire  us  to  continue  to  send  to 
them  the  means  of  instruction.  Let  us  hear  their  cry 
from  the  desart,  and  send  over  to  help  them  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord. 

Having  such  a  prospect,  and  such  promises,  let  us  be 
instant  in  prayer,  in  our  public  meetings,  in  our  fami¬ 
lies,  and  in  our  closets,  for  the  pagans  of  the  desalt. 
The  prayer  of  the  righteous  availeth  much.  Do  we 
want  zeal  ?  Let  us  pray  for  it.  Do  we  need  more  Mis¬ 
sionaries  ?  Let  us  pray  to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that 
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he  may  send  forth  more  labourers,  and  bless  them  whom 
lie  hath  already  sent.  He  who  gave  his  Spirit  of  old, 
has  the  residue  of  the  Spirit  still  with  him.  He  can 
give  us  another  Elliot,  or  another  Brainard.  If  we  re¬ 
ceive  more  of  his  Spirit  and  his  Love,  all  shall  be  well. 

Let  us  who  profess  Christianity,  be  careful  to  live  god¬ 
ly  in  the  world.  This  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
the  progress  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  There  is  no  great¬ 
er  stumbling-block  in  the  way  of  unbelievers  at  home, 
or  to  the  heathen  abroad,  than  the  bad  lives  of  profes¬ 
sing  Christians.  The  unworthy  professor  of  that  religion 
which  he  does  not  possess,  assists  the  enemy  of  souls 
the  most  effectually  of  any.  Such  a  complaint  we  have 
heard  to-day  from  an  Indian “  Let  the  white  people 
leave  their  bad  practices,  and  we  will  receive  the  gospel  ” 
Saints  are  the  “  living  epistles”  of  Christ  in  the  world : 
persons  who  live  under  the  influence  of  that  religion 
afford  the  most  powerful  proof  of  its  genuine  effects; 

t 

Finally,  brethren,  help  us  with  your  worldly  substance. 
To  send  the  gospel  among  the  pagans  in  the  desart,  is 
a  most  glorious  work.  Not  long  since,  one  of  the  chiefs 
was  in  our  city ;  he  thanked  us  for  our  favours,  and  asked 
the  continuance  of  them.  I  wish  he  were  here  present ; 
he  would  certainly  plead  the  cause  of  his  heathen  bre¬ 
thren,  better  than  the  person  who  now  addresses  you.  By 
our  exertion  to  send  to  them  the  gospel,  we  send  them 
the  means  of  light,  health,  and  peace,  which  they  so 
much  need.  You  who  are  Christians  know  the  value  of 
the  gospel  upon  your  own  souls ;  and  the  joy  and  peace 
you  experience,  call  you  to  be  active  in  favour  of  those 
who  have  it  not.  Be  liberal ;  communicate  of  yoiir  sub¬ 
stance  ;  it  is  the  command  of  God  thus  to  honour  him. 


17 

When  the  tabernacle  was  erected  in  the  wilderness,  how 
liberally  did  the  Jews  contribute  ?  and  shall  their  boun¬ 
ty  exceed  that  of  Christians  r  God  forbid  !  The  woman 
who  anointed  the  body  of  Jesus  has  this  action  recorded 
in  the  gospel  as  a  memorial  of  her.  Judas  found  fault 
with  her,  and  all  those  who  are  of  his  temper  will  be 
the  most  likely  to  imitate  him.  The  gift  of  the  poor 
widow,  tho’  small,  was  not  overlooked  by  her  Lord. 
This  is  one  advantage  the  saints  on  earth  have  over 
those  who  are  in  heaven ;  they  may  be  the  means  of 
calling  sinners  unto  God.  The  state  of  the  funds  of 
our  Society  calls  aloud  for  aid.  While  you  who  are 
Christians  are  invited  to  give  for  the  mission,  remember 
the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  who,  though  he 
was  rich,  yet  for  your  sake  he  became  poor,  that  ye 
through  his  poverty  may  be  rich.  Let  the  poverty  of 
Jesus  and  the  riches  of  his  grace,  influence  us  to  give.. 
Ere  long,  all  the  Church  of  the  first-born  shall  meet 
upon  Mount  Sion  above,  collected  out  of  all  nations, 
kingdoms,  tribes  and  colours;  and  be  eternally  employed 
in  shouting  glory  and  praise  to  God  and  the  Lamb ! 


AMEN. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

MISSIONJRY  SOCIETY. 


In  reviewing  the  occurrences  of  the  last  year,  the  Directors 
have  found  cause  of  thankfulness  to  God,  and  of  congratulation 
to  the  Society, 

They  have  not,  indeed,  to  announce,  what  they  most  anxious¬ 
ly  desire,  an  extension  of  their  plans,  and  the  entrance  of  the 
gospel  into  distant  heathen  tribes,  hitherto  little  known,  and 
wholly  neglected.  They  are  not  even  prepared  to  speak  of  the 
triumphs  of  the  Redeemer’s  grace  among  those  to  whom  they 
have  access.  The  husbandman  must  labour ;  he  must  sow  his 
seed,  and  then  wait  with  patience  for  “  the  early  and  the  latter 
yain,”  that  he  may  reap  the  precious  fruits  of  the  earth.  It  will 
be  a  large  recompense,  if  the  Gentiles,  after  great  exertions, 
many  prayers,  and  long  delay,  turn  at  last  from  idols  u  to  serve 
the  living  and  true  God,  and  to  wait  for  his  Son  from  heaven, 
whom  he  raised  from  the  dead,  even  Jesus,  who  delivered  us 
from  the  wrath  to  come.”  Events  leading  to  such  an  issue, 
the  Directors  humbly  hope  are  now  taking  place.  The  mission 
to  the  North-Western  Indians,  which  formerly  they  were  not 
authorised  to  view  in  any  more  favourable  light  than  that  of  an 
eligible  experiment,  has  now  assumed  the  form  of  a  regular 
Christian  establishment.  Mr.  Holmes  is  engaged  as  a  perma¬ 
nent  missionary.  His  commission,  which  leaves  to  his  discre¬ 
tion  occasional  visits  to  remote  tribes,  as  well  as  to  his  friends 
in  this  city,  embraces  the  Senecas  and  Tuscaroras  as  his  pe¬ 
culiar  and  stated  charge,  from  which  he  is  never  to  be  absent 
more  than  six  months  in  any  one  year.  This  fixed  residence 
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is  supposed  to  be  the  most  effectual  of  human  means  for  che¬ 
rishing  the  present  favourable  disposition  of  the  Indians,  and 
for  counteracting  the  stratagems  with  which  the  adversary  may 
be  expected  to  oppose  the  gospel,  and  to  persecute  its  ministers. 
Our  Lord  Jesus  has  forewarned  them  of  suspicions  of  their  in¬ 
tegrity,  and  plots  against  their  peace;  of  conflict,  too,  “  with 
spiritual  wickednesses,’7  wherever  they  go  to  “  turn  men  from 
darkness  unto  light.”-  The  Directors  have  not  remained  without 
this  proof  that  they  are  u  warring  a  good  warfare.”  “  False 
prophets,”  “  deceitful  workers,”  and  “  filthy  dreamers,”  have 
already  appeared  among  the  Indians,  “  contradicting  and  blas¬ 
pheming  the  word  of  truth ;”  and  through  their  persuasions 
some  have  given  heed  unto  fables,  though,  it  is  hoped,  only  for  a 
season.  By  secret  artifice  and  open  calumny,  an  Indian  impostor 
called  the  Prophet  of  the  Alleghany,  and  probably  at  the  insti¬ 
gation  of  others,  had  excited  so  formidable  a  resistance  to  Mr. 
Holmes,  that  the  sachems  and  chiefs  referred  the  question  to 
the  warriors  whether  he  should  preach  or  not,  and  the  warriors 
agreed  to  refer  it  to  the  prophet.  Had  not  the  Lord  interposed 
for  his  name’s  sake,  there  had  doubtless  been  an  end  of  the 
mission.  For  although  this  manoeuvre  was  chiefly  confined  to 
the  Senecas,  yet,  had  they  been  alienated,  the  blow  would  have 
been  fatal,  as  their  influence  is  powerful  among  the  other  tribes. 
But  in  this  critical  situation,  the  Lord  stood  by  his  servant,  and 
“  gave  him  utterance  to  open  his  mouth  boldly  to  make  known 
the  mystery  of  the  gospel.”  In  full  council,  the  prophet  and 
his  adherents  being  present,  Mr.  Holmes  delivered  his  message 
with  distinguished  fervour  and  fidelity,  setting  before  them,  on 
the  one  hand,  the  rich  mercies  of  Cod  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  and,  on 
the  other,  the  fearful  judgments  -which  they  should  incur  by 
their  unbelief.  This  intrepidity  seems  to  have  produced  a  hap¬ 
py  effect.  The  progress  of  delusion  is  arrested :  the  prophet 
is  losing  his  credit :  Mr.  Holmes  enjoys  tranquillity  in  the  ex¬ 
ercise  of  his  functions :  the  natives  have  renewed  their  assu¬ 
rances  of  regard  for  his  person  and  doctrine  ;  and  the  mission 
is  more  firmly  established  than  before.  To  this  state  of  things 
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a  strife  between  their  prophet,  and  a  woman  whom  they  call  a 
prophetess,  has  contributed  its  share.  She  pretended  to  have 
been  caught  up  into  the  third  heavens,  but  the  prophet  refused 
to  acknowledge  her,  and  the  contest  has  put  them  both  to 
shame.  Red  Jacket ,  a  sensible  and  eloquent  chief  in  the  Seneca 
nation,  was  involved  in  difficulty  by  preferring  the  gospel  to  the 
notions  of  the  prophet  and  dreamers ;  but  has  weathered  the 
storm,  though  he  perseveres  in  his  resolution:  observing,  that 
the  instructions  of  the  dreamers  lead  to  confusion,  and  those  of 
the  gospel  to  peace  and  good-will. 

The  Directors  have  not  learnt  with  certainty  that  a  school  has 
been  set  up  among  the  Senecas,  nor  have  they  understood  that 
the  two  school-houses,  one  for  the  Senecas,  and  another  for  the 
Tuscaroras,  for  which  the  legislature  of  this  State  appropriated 
1 500  dollars,  have  been  erected. 

The  Tuscaroras,  who  have  at  no  time  swerved  from  theft* 
professed  attachment  to  the  mission,  evince,  more  than  ever, 
their  solicitude  for  religious  and  civil  cultivation.  They  have 
resolved  to  relinquish  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  other 
vicious  habits :  they  observe  the  sabbath,  and  attend  upon  the 
ordinances  of  public  worship  with  much  decency  and  solemnity. 
They  make  rapid  proficiency  in  psalmody.  Many  of  them  are 
deeply  affected  with  the  doctrine  of  the  cross.  Their  chiefs 
and  several  others  have  cordially  agreed  to  meet  with  Mr. 
Holmes  every  Saturday  afternoon,  and  propound  questions  to 
him  on  religious  subjects  only.  The  school  formerly  opened 
among  them  prospers,  and  a  number  of  their  youth  attend  to 
good  purpose.  They  have  also  sent  a  talk  to  the  Directors, 
intreating  the  continuance  of  the  gospel  among  them. 

“  His  faithful  Cusack,”  as  Mr.  Holmes  styles  him,  is  still  con¬ 
nected  with  the  mission.  The  Directors  have  requested  him  to 
remove  with  his  family  to  the  Tuscaroras,  that  he  may  watch 
over  the  interests  of  the  mission  in  Mr.  Holmes’s  absence. 


John  Wauchtaughgnaut  is  likewise  retained  as  teacher  and- 
Interpreter ;  and  David  Fowler,  a  peace-maker  among  the  Bro- 
therton  Indians,  is  taken  into  the  service  of  the  Society,  as  an  as¬ 
sistant  interpreter  to  Mr.  Holmes,  among  both  the  west  Indians, 
at  the  rate  of  $  1 5  a  month,  besides  travelling  expenses*  The 
same  allowance  is  made  to  Cusack ;  or,  in  the  alternative  of  his 
settling  among  the  Tuscaroras,  a  salary  of  $180  per  annum. 

Mr.  Holmes  having  become  a  permanent  missionary,  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  commute  his  travelling  and  other  contingent 
expenses  for  a  specific  sum,  which  has  been  fixed  at  125  dollars 
per  annum ;  and  which,  added  to  his  previous  salary,  makes  his 
annual  compensation  500  dollars. 

The  young  Seneca  chief,  John  Johnston,  has  been  placed 
under  the  care,  and  is  lodged  in  the  family,  of  the  Rev.  Amzi 
Armstrong,  at  Mendham  in  New-Jersey.  Here,  after  special 
attention  to  his  religious  education,  he  is  taught  reading,  wri¬ 
ting,  arithmetic,  geometry,  and  surveying  ;  with  directions  to 
proceed,  as  soon  as  may  be  proper,  to  agriculture,  geography, 
and  history,  particularly  the  history  of  this  country.  The  ac¬ 
counts  which  the  Directors  have  had  of  him  do  not  diminish 
their  hope  of  his  future  usefulness  to  his  nation.  The  expense 
of  his  boarding  and  tuition  is  at  the  rate  of  66  dollars  annually* 

The  meek  and  laborious  Paul  Cuffee  continues  to  perform 
his  missionary  duties  towards  his  fellow  Indians,  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  the  Directors.  His  salary  is  $80  per  annum. 

The  pleasure  of  the  Directors  would  be  much  enhanced, 
could  they  present  to  the  Society  an  equally  agreeable  picture 
of  their  mission  to  the  Chickasaws.  Their  last  report  stated? 
that,  in  consequence  of  some  disagreement  with  the  Indians, 
Mr.  Rice  had  been  compelled  to  leave  their  territory,  and  had 
gone,  with  his  family,  to  Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tenessee., 
Since  that  time,  their  accounts  have  been  so  irregular,  imper~ 
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feet,  and  vague,  that  they  are  really  in  the' dark  as  to  the  true 
state  of  the  mission.  They  cannot,  however,  conceal  their  ap¬ 
prehensions,  that  matters  are  by  no  means  in  a  favourable  train. 
Whether  the  causes  which  have  darkened  the  prospects  of  this 
their  first  undertaking,  are  within  their  controul,  and  may  be 
remedied  by  their  interference,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  con¬ 
jecture,  without  more  accurate  information.  In  their  endea¬ 
vours  to  obtain  this  they  have  not  been  remiss ;  but  till  it  shall 
arrive,  they  can  communicate  nothing  of  importance  on  the 
subject,  nor  form  an  opinion  with  respect  to  the  measures  which 
may  be  ultimately  expedient. 

While  the  Directors  are  not  insensible  to  the  impediments 
Which  holy  Providence  throws  into  their  way,  they  look  with 
exultation  upon  the  new  avenues  which  it  has  opened  for  the 
diffusion  of  the  gospel.  Authentic  dispatches  from  the  London 
Missionary  Society  relate  an  astonishing  concurrence  of  cir¬ 
cumstances  for  the  furtherance  of  the  gospel  on  the  Continent 
of  Europe.  The  New  Testament,  with  an  essay  on  its  divine 
inspiration,  the  Assembly’s  Shorter  Catechism,  and  several 
other  evangelical  treatises,  are  speedily  to  be  circulated  through 
France  and  Italy,  in  the  languages  of  these  countries  respec¬ 
tively.  Two  members  of  the  Legislative  body  at  Paris,  and 
an  Italian  dignitary,  who  has  suffered  the  “  spoiling  of  his 
t  goods”  and  the  imprisonment  of  his  person,  for  his  testimony 
against  the  corruptions  of  the  Papal  See,  have  eagerly  adopted 
the  idea,  and  set  themselves  for  its  execution.  The  public 
voice  seconds  it ;  and  God  has  inclined  the  French  government, 
if  not  to  befriend,  at  least  not  to  oppose  it.  This  may  perhaps 
be  the  dawn  of  that  “  day  of  power,”  in  which  infidel  France, 
and  her  no  less  infidel  neighbours,  shall  be  numbered  among 
the  “  willing”  converts  to  “  pure  and  undefiled  religion.” 

When  the  Directors  contemplate  these  things ;  when  they 
consider  the  terms  of  the  Christian  service,  and  the  vicissitudes 

through  which  the  Saviour  always  conducts  his  church  to  her 
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destined  eminence  ;  when  they  remember  that  their  own  ef¬ 
forts  are  but  a  small  part  of  one  mighty  system  of  attack  upon 
the  common  foe  ; — they  are  constrained  to  see  in  their  partial 
disappointments  only  those  trials  of  faith  and  zeal  from  which 
they  had  no  right  to  look  for  an  exemption,  and  those  admo¬ 
nitions  of  divine  sovereignty  and  of  human  weakness,  which 
are  calculated  to  “  hide  pride  from  man,”  and  to  draw  Christians 
into  closer  wrestlings  at  the  throne  of  grace,  into  a  more  per¬ 
fect  renunciation  of  themselves,  and  a  more  absolute  reliance 
upon  that  “  excellency  of  the  power  which  is  of  God.”  It 
would  be  a  strange  misinterpreting  of  Providence,  and  a  sad 
a  example  of  unbelief,”  were  our  hearts  to  be  cast  down  or  our 
hands  enfeebled  by  occurrences  of  which  one  revealed,  design  is 
to  prove  whether  our  attempts  and  expectations  are  founded 
more  on  human  probabilities  and  prosperous  beginnings,  than 
on  the  commandment  of  God,  on  the  stability  of  his  covenant, 
and  the  truth  of  his  promise.  Nothing  has  yet  happened  to 
convince  the  Directors  that  they  ought  not  to  prosecute,  with 
renewed  vigour,  their  evangelical  enterprize  among  the  South¬ 
ern  Indians.  Those  laurels  are  the  fairest  which  have  been 
won  through  the  hardest  warfare ;  those  rewards  are  the  richest 
■which  repay  toil  and  struggle  ;  and  that  faith  will  bring  most 
glory  to  God,  and  most  consolation  to  his  church,  which  pur¬ 
sues  and  reaches  its  object  through  discouragement  and  repulse. 

That  nothing  might  be  omitted  to  augment  their  pecuniary 
means,  the  Directors  have  been  attentive,  among  other  things, 
to  the  erection  of  missionary  departments.  The  benefit  of 
these,  though  gradual,  will  probably  be  sure.  They  have  also 
applied  to  their  brethren  of  the  Missionary  Society  in  New- Jer¬ 
sey,  and  have  received  from  them,  as  well  as  from  other  friends 
to  missions,  both  congregations  and  individuals,  seasonable  and 
important  aid. 

A  schedule  of  their  disbursements  and  receipts,  which  ac¬ 
companies  this  report,  will  shew  that  the  aid  of  public  benevo- 
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fence  is  indispensable  to  their  progress.  Many  who  were  dubi¬ 
ous  at  first,  and  feared  that  missions  to  the  heathen  are  an  un¬ 
promising  experiment,  will  see  enough  accomplished  to  justify 
the  expectation  of  more ;  and  cannot  deny,  that  the  condition  on 
which  their  liberality  was  suspended,  “  Let  something  be  done>" 
is  now  fulfilled. 

With  respectful  confidence  the  Directors  ask  for  the  support 
Of  Christians.  The  temporal  resources  of  the  u  household  of 
faith”  are  equal  to  the  work  of  evangelizing  the  world.  With 
the  trifling  funds  of  the  New-York  Missionary  Society,  the 
banner  of  the  Son  of  God  has  been  unfurled,  and  waves  over 
the  once  undisturbed  strong  holds  of  Satan.  A  little  more,  and 
irruptions  will  be  made  into  his  securer  possessions,  not  perhaps 
to  be  resisted,  till  the  light  of  the  glorious  gospel  of  Christ  shall 
beam  on  the  waters  of  the  Pacific  Odean,  and  his  blessed  name 
resound  from  her  shores.  It  must  not  even  be  ranked  with  im¬ 
possibilities,  that  the  descendants  of  those  who  brought  the 
darkness  of  Asiatic  superstition  into  the  woods  of  America, 
may  carry  westward  into  Asia  the  light  of  life  and  immortality* 
Through  more  disastrous  providences  than  have  befallen  us, 
have  our  Baptist  brethren  in  the  East  Indies  held  on  their  course 
among  the  besotted  Hindoos.  Through  greater  disasters  than 
either  our  own  or  theirs,  has  the  apostolic  Vanderkemp  preach¬ 
ed  Christ  crucified  to  the  abject  Hottentots.  But  over  both 
Hindostan  sottishness,  and  Hottentot  abjectness,  the  gospel  of 
the  kingdom  celebrates  its  victories.  The  peaceful  vision  re¬ 
mains  in  the  groves  of  Otaheite,  and  the  “  plant  of  renown” 
flourishes  in  the  soil  of  Astracan.  Surely  Christians  will  not 
consent  that  no  voice  from  the  American  pagan  shall  mingle 
with  those  of  the  European,  the  Asiatic  and  the  African  con¬ 
vert  ;  nor  contribute  by  their  worldliness  or  negligence,  to  mar 
the  song  of  four  worlds  to  the  God  of  their  salvation. 


By  order  of  the  Directors, 


New-York, 
April  4th,  1803. 


JOHN  M.  MASON,  Secretary. 


